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Christ’s Church of Living Stones. 



In Your Prayers Remember 
 

 Those who have been hospitalised or are recuperating at home;  
 Shirley Koch, Una Paech, Amanda Hampel (Lamont),  
 Trevor Boyce 
  

 Our aged members at home and in places of care:  

 Val Graetz, Colin Gerhardy, Val Handke, Lorna Holmes 
(Lutheran Homes Hope Valley), Eileen Laubsch, Phyllis Linke, 
Dorothy Rohrlach, Helga Sabel, Audrey Schmidt,  

 Mavis Schrapel, Barry Steinborner, Margaret Whelan 

 
 

Additional Prayer Points 
 

• For Year 12 students as they complete their schooling & sit their exams 

• For your Holy Spirit to guide all people who are searching for the truth and 
lead them to the source of all truth, Jesus Christ    

• For Australian Lutheran College and the Schools of our Church  

• For our Women’s Fellowships & the blessings they bring - bless their 
AGM’s and other events 

• For the rain and other blessings that we have received 

• For those who feel overwhelmed, anxious or overburdened 

• For those who have recently lost a loved one or are sick or injured 

 

 Welcome to all those who are worshipping  
 this week either at home or face to face.   
The following documents will be emailed    
or delivered to help you with your worship time; 

 * A service order including bible readings  
 and a sermon 

 * The weekly Bulletin 

For any Child Safe or Safe Place concerns, please contact the  
Parish Office on 0491 764 651 or Dave Biar on 8267 5211. 

SAFE CHURCH - Safe People, Safe Programs, Safe Places 

Harassment or Abuse is where a person makes an unwelcome advance or an 
unwelcome request for favours, to another person (the person being harassed). 

Any form of abuse is not tolerated within our Parish and should be reported. 

Find out more: www.childsafe.org.au 

This Week’s Bible Readings 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
  Psalm 119:137-144 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11,12 
Luke 19:1-10 

Next Week’s Bible Readings 

Haggai 1:15b - 2:9 
  Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 



Parish 

Parish Office Hours: The office will be occupied on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 9:30am until 3:00pm.  The Parish has a mobile number that is to be used to 
contact the Parish Office and the number can be found on the front page of the 
bulletin.   
 

Confirmation: Willow Riebke will be confirmed at St John’s Ebenezer on Sunday 
the 9th of November.  Please keep Willow in your prayers and may God continue 
to bless and guide her in her faith journey. 
 

Parish Directory Update: The Parish Office has started the process of updating 
the Parish Directory. Each congregation should now have received a print out of 
their section of the Parish Directory. Staff in the Parish Office have been updating 
our working copy but ultimately will have missed some changes. Can each 
congregation please review their information and record any changes that need to 
be made.  Someone from each family needs to put a signature next to their names 
indicating that the information has been checked, is correct and that they give 
permission for their details to be printed. Can these lists please be returned to the 
Parish Office by Monday the 1st of December.  Please note that this is an ’Active 
Member’ Parish Directory, not a complete Parish membership list. Thank you for 
your help with this project. 
 

Light Pass Immanuel Congregation: A meeting after the service on Sunday the 
9th of November will be held to discuss the upgrading of the church yard.  A 
substantial donation from a member of our congregation has generously been 
made. An appeal will be launched to raise the balance of funds to go towards the 
upgrade. 
 

Holy Trinity Congregation: A retiring offering for the Lutheran Care Christmas 
Hamper Appeal will be held at the 9:00am worship service on Sunday the 9th of 
November. 

Holy Trinity Congregation: The next Holy Trinity Church Council meeting will be 
held on Tuesday the 11th of November in the Church Hall commencing at 
10:50am!  Members please note the earlier starting time due to Remembrance 
Day. Elaine Mattschoss is on devotion.  

Parish Small Group: The Parish Small Group led by Michael Borgas & Margo 
John will next meet on Sunday the 9th of November at 2:30pm at John & Neadra 
Nietschke’s home in Nuriootpa. 

Worship Rotation: The new worship rotation for December 2025 until the end of 
February 2026 is available today. Please note that the December rotation looks 
different for some congregations. Thank you to everyone for being flexible and 
supportive of these changes. 

From the Parish Exec ………. 
 

Charlie Braunack – Parish Chairperson 

Janet Grosser - Secretary 

Roger Frahn – Vice Chairperson  

Andrew Kleinig - Treasurer 



Parish / General 

 

Combined Choir Practice 

The Combined Choir & Friends 
are planning for a Candlelight 

Service at Strait Gate in Advent.   

Choir practices are held on  
Thursday evenings at 7:00pm  

in the Strait Gate Hall.   

New singers, both men and 
women, are still very welcome  

to attend. 

Please contact Elaine Schmidt 
on 0418 317 521 

 if you have any queries. 



General 



Barossa Ark News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are invited to attend this year’s AGM on 
Sunday the 23rd of November, from 12 noon 
until 1:30pm. As a Guest Member on this day, 
you can learn more of the ministry and mission 
activity that happens in and through this retail 
site. More details to follow.   

General 

SEEKING CHURCH PHOTOS 

Want to see your church represented at the new Church House in Adelaide? If you 
have (or can take) high-quality images of your church, its paraments and/or 

features such as stained-glass windows, we’d love to consider them for use in the 
exhibition space. It’s your Church House, and we’re keen to include contributions 

from across the LCANZ.  

Email your high-resolution JPEGs (preferably 300 DPI) or a link to your files with 
information about the pictures and your contact details to lca.comms@lca.org.au 

As always, in this year’s collection 
of beautiful Children’s Christmas 

books, our children learn about the 
incredible story of God coming into 

our world in human form. 

Coloured pictures accompany this 

simple and profound storyline. 

These delightful candles come 
from a local Barossa business,   

La Bella Barossa. 

Suitable as a unique table 
centerpiece, this makes a great 
gift. Other scented candles are 

also available. 



Dear Congregation Members and  
Friends of Faith, 

 
We warmly invite you to join us for 

a Thanksgiving Service and 
Celebration on Sunday the 2nd of 

November 2025 at 2:00pm as we give 
thanks, reflect on the past, and honour 
the relationships and values that have 

shaped our community for generations. 
 

There will also be an opportunity to tour 
the College: 

Junior School: 12noon to 1:30pm 
Middle and Senior School: 3:00pm to 

4:30pm 
 

 

Thank you for 
walking alongside 
us. We look forward 
to celebrating this 
remarkable story 
together. 

General 

Movie Night 

Holy Trinity Church Hall 
 

Sunday 2nd November  
 

7:00pm 
 

$5 (includes popcorn & a drink) 

As the world teeters on the brink of annihilation, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is swept into the epicenter of a 

deadly plot to assassinate Hitler.   
With his faith and fate at stake, Bonhoeffer must 

choose between upholding his moral convictions or 
risking it all to save millions of Jews from genocide.   

Will his shift from preaching peace to plotting 
murder alter the course of history or cost him 

everything? 



General 

Lutheran Care Christmas Hampers  

As the holiday season approaches, Lutheran Care  
are excited to extend the invitation for you to participate in Lutheran Care’s annual 
Christmas Hamper Program.  This program has been a source of hope and joy for  

local families who have needed support at Christmas time. 
 

You can help by purchasing long life food items (see listed items) and delivering 
them to the St Petri Hall on Monday the 8th of December between 9:00am and 

11:00am so they can be packed into hampers for distribution. 
 

Quality new or unused 
children’s gifts and stocking 

fillers are also welcomed 
and appreciated and can 

be dropped off at the 
Tanunda Office before the 

end of November. 
 

Monetary donations are 
also welcome that will be 
used to purchase extra 

items for the hampers or 
extra gifts.  More 

information can be found at 
www.lutherancare.org.au/

donate-now. 

 
This year the Hamper 

Referral Process will be 
slightly different with an 

online survey to be filled out 
with a reminder slip to be 

given to the person who will 
receive the Hamper.  

 
If you would like to refer a 
person/family who needs a 
hand this Christmas, please 

have the referrer email 
Louise Hickinbotham 

directly and she will share 
with them instructions, the 
link to the referral form and 
the reminder slip to give to 

the person. 



General 

2025 Special Convention of General Synod Report 

On Saturday, 18 October 2025, 300 delegates gathered online for a Special Convention 
of General Synod established by resolution of the October 2024 Regular Convention. 
The day-long meeting was the second time the LCANZ’s General Synod has gathered 
in an online setting, and there was good participation from both pastor and lay 
delegates from across the church in Australia and New Zealand. 

After the opening worship with preaching on 2 Timothy 1:8–14 by Bishop Paul Smith, 
the Convention began with an Acknowledgement of Country spoken by LCANZ 
Secretary, Dr Nigel Long. This was followed by a Te Reo Māori greeting spoken by 
Bishop Emeritus Mark Whitfield. Bishop Andrew Brook then greeted the Synod on 
behalf of the South Australia–Northern Territory District from which the Convention was 
being broadcast. 

After preliminary matters, such as the appointment of tellers and minute takers, the first 
item of business was the proposal for alternate delegates from another parish to be lay 
delegates. After discussion, this was passed 263 votes in favour to 25. 

The second matter on the agenda was the adoption of changes to complaints handling, 
appeals and discipline proposal. After discussion, this was passed 238 votes in favour 
to 53. This met the minimum two-thirds majority requirement, which applies due to the 
need for constitutional changes to enact the resolution. 

The third matter before Synod was the adoption of the doctrinal statement on 
ordination. An amended version of the statement from the General Pastors Conference 
(GPC) was then considered by the Convention, with 272 votes in favour to 28. After 
discussion, the final version of the statement was adopted as a statement of the church 
with 232 votes in favour to 66. This also met the minimum two-thirds majority 
requirement as a doctrinal matter. 

In sessions before and after the lunch break, the matter of accepting the full 
participation of Specific Ministry Pastors at General Pastors Conferences or equivalents 
and at Conventions of Synod as pastor delegates was considered. This included 
discussion on an amendment to the proposal from the 2024 General Pastors 
Conference. The amendment was not adopted with 87 votes in favour to 210. The 
original proposal, put by the New South Wales – Australian Capital Territory District, 
then was passed with 234 votes in favour to 66. 

The final matter on the agenda addressed the continuation of the Hidden Hurts Healing 
Hearts domestic and family violence awareness campaign with oversight and 
resourcing. After discussion, this was passed with 279 votes in favour to 14. 

At the end of the day, before Bishop Paul declared the Special Convention closed, he 
reminded delegates that the 22nd Regular Convention of General Synod will be held in 
October 2027 in the Queensland District. In the vote of thanks, he summarised the 
heart of Synod, saying, ‘To God be the Glory.’ 

Assistant Bishop Stephen Schultz led the closing worship service, highlighting for 
delegates and other viewers the Lord’s encouragement to St Paul in 2 Corinthians 12: 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness’ (verse 9). 

After the Convention, the General Church Board then met with the College of Bishops 
to ensure the business of the Convention would be properly taken up in the relevant 
forums of the church. 

Following the Convention, Dr Nigel Long published materials on the matters resolved by 
Synod. This is available on the Synod webpage at www.lca.org.au/synod2025 

https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail19.com/t/t-l-gkybjk-mditysuy-r/


What’s on this week? 
  

Sunday 2nd November: 

9:45am God’s Kids at Dutton 
7:00pm Movie Night in the Holy Trinity Church Hall 
 

Monday 3rd November: 

Pastor Damien’s Day of Rest 
  

Tuesday 4th November:    

 1:45pm Bible Study in the Meeting Room, Immanuel LP 
 4:00pm Confirmation Class in the Holy Trinity Church Hall 

 

Wednesday 5th November: 

 9:00am Prayer Fellowship in the Meeting Room, Immanuel LP 
 1:30pm Strait Gate Fellowship Group in the Strait Gate Hall 
     Topic: AGM 
     Roll Call: Your Favourite Christmas Food/s 
     Hosts: Christine Schmidt & Elaine Schmidt 

         

Thursday 6th November:  

  7:00pm Combined Choir & Friends Practice in the Strait Gate Hall 
 

Friday 7th November:  

6:30pm Shed Happens - see notice on  
          page 5 for more information 

 

Saturday 8th November:  

     
 
 

 
 

 

                                                           

Thought For The Week 

  Being honest may not get you many friends, 
but will always get you the right ones!                                                                                      

                                                                   Unknown 



What’s on next week? 
  

Sunday 9th November: 

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost - service times are on the back page of 
     the bulletin  

9:00am Kids Living in Christ (KLIC) in the Ebenezer Hall 
10:30am Confirmation Service at St John’s Lutheran Church, Ebenezer 
  2:30pm Parish Small Group at John & Neadra Nietschke's Home, Nuriootpa 

 

Monday 10th November: 

Pastor Damien’s Day of Rest 
7:30pm Immanuel LP Church Council Meeting in the Meeting Room,  
   Immanuel LP 

 

Tuesday 11th November:    

    10:50am Holy Trinity Church Council Meeting in the Holy Trinity Church Hall 
 1:45pm Bible Study in the Meeting Room, Immanuel LP 
 4:00pm Confirmation Class in the Holy Trinity Church Hall 

 

Wednesday 12th November: 

 9:00am Prayer Fellowship in the Meeting Room, Immanuel LP 
 1:30pm Immanuel LP Women’s Fellowship in the Meeting Room, Immanuel LP 
     Topic: AGM & Bring a Special Op Shop Treasure 
     Offering: Lutheran Media 
     Devotion & Hostess: Debbie Doering 

 

Thursday 13th November: 

 1:30pm Ebenezer-Neukirch Women’s Fellowship in the Ebenezer Hall 
   Please bring HONEY BISCUITS for Christmas Cheer 
     (NO nuts or sprinkles) 
  Topic: Fellowship Afternoon 
  Devotion: Gwen Ruediger 
    Thought of the Day: Joyce Heintze 
    Roll Call: Favourite Biscuit 
    Offering: Barossa Lutheran Care 
    Afternoon Tea Hostess: Sue Riebke 
 7:00pm Combined Choir & Friends Practice in the Strait Gate Hall 
 7:30pm Parish Review Group Meeting in the Holy Trinity Church Hall 
 

Friday 14th November:  

 
 

Saturday 15th November: 

 

                                                              



Sunday 9th November 2025   

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 

 
 

 
 

LIGHT PASS - SG  At Ebenezer  
Grounds:  Ian Grosser & Malcolm Gogoll 
     

HOLY TRINITY          9:00am HC   Pastor Damien Martin 
Readings: Margaret Steinborner 
Ushers: Trevor Crossing & Maria Rothe 
Welcoming: Barb Burgemeister 
Grounds:  Trevor Crossing  
   

NEUKIRCH  At Ebenezer 
  

EBENEZER  10:30am HC  Pastor Damien Martin 
       Confirmation 
Readings:  Tracy Bonython 
Musician:  David Freckelton  
Wardens:  Daniel, Torie, Kurtis & Noah Riebke 
  

DUTTON  Visiting 
 

TRURO  Visiting  
 

STOCKWELL  10:30am LR 
Cleaning:  Bev Mattner 
Stewards:  Claude Auricht, Stuart & Carla Auricht and Taiden Brown 
Church Grounds:  T Jaeger/C Rosenzweig & Family 
 

LIGHT PASS - IM   9:00am LR   Margo John 
Musician:  Tim Hage 
Readings:  Jenny Hartwig  
Stewards:  Wes, Steve, Brendon John &   
   Chris, Zac, Jake, Cooper Dahms 
Grounds:  Steve Doecke, Kirk Doecke,  
   Warrick Doecke &  
      Stephen Lowke 

Deadline for inclusion of notices is Thursdays at 9:00am to the Parish email 
barossanorthlutheran@gmail.com or by hand to the office. 


